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Friday 28 September 
 
On 28 September 24 spearfishers and a group of volunteers descended on the small seaside town of Lucinda, 
North Queensland to take part in the annual QLD Spearfishing Titles. The weekend commenced with a meet & 
greet at Hinchinbrook Resorts, which provided all involved with fantastic accommodation, mouth-watering 
food and great customer service.   
 
Competitors travelled from as far as Port Douglas, the Sunshine Coast Hinterland, Sydney & even Alice Springs 
to compete in the event.  
 
Saturday 29 September 
 
The first day of competition began with all competitors meeting at the pontoons at the bottom of the 
accommodation for a quick safety briefing, weather report and bag check at 5:30am. From there, all the divers 
travelled in 6 different trailer boats to the top of Britomart Reef.  
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ fantastic, however, a sheltered section of Britomart reef was chosen as our starting 
point and from there, the competition commenced at 8am.  
 
For anyone reading this ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŘƛǾƛƴƎ, the QLD State Titles is contested in a pairs 
format using the 1 up 1 down rule.  Divers are given a set time frame to catch their fish and dive site locations 
are only revealed to competitors either on the afternoon prior or on the morning of competition.   Divers are 
to use a float to mark their location and carry their fish and divers must remain within 30m of their partner 
throughout the competition.  
 
Day 1 was quite tough for a lot of competitors, however Father and Son duo Scott and Jarrod McKenzie from 
Sydney did incredibly well with a mixed bag of coral trout, tuskfish & emperors, while Adam Smith and Michael 



Pannach covered an extensive amount of reef to pick up a similar bag of mixed fish.  Not far behind them on 
the leader board after day one was Johnathon Sterckx and Matty Parker from Cairns, as well as Michael 
Craperi and Mark Nicolaides.  
 
After returning from the reef the remaining sunlight was spent weighing in fish, filleting and sharing tall tales! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday 30th of September 
 
The day 2 forecast had deteriorated further and so it was decided that the safest option would be to return to 
Britomart reef, albeit at the opposite end of the reef so as not to dive the same area twice.  

The competition featured a highly restricted scoresheet and so again on day two catch was predominantly 
made up of coral trout, emperors, tuskfish with a handful of pelajic species.  

Adam Smith & Mick Pannach won the second day with a total of 9 fish, followed by Mick De Rooy & Jake Boyd 
with a bag of 6 fish.  There were fewer fish landed on day two, although there were some quality fish including 
some nice jacks landed in deeper water and a 3.9kg big eye sea bream.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
OVERALL RESULTS 
 

Position Competitors Day 1 Day 2 Overall Score 

1 
Mick Pannach 

1372 1125.5 2497.5 
Adam Smith 

2 
Scott McKenzie 

1137.2 459.8 1597 
Jarrod McKenzie 

3 
Mick Craperi 

741.6 842 1583.6 
Mark Nicolaides 

4 

Jonathon 
Sterckx 1117.6 393 1510.6 

Matthew Parker 

5 
Mick De Rooy 

713.6 788.4 1502 
Jake Boyd 

6 
Michael Espe 

508.8 619.2 1128 
Andy Ruddock 

7 
James Espe 

464.2 620.9 1085.1 
Michael Peeke 

8 
Stephen Price 

363 357.6 720.6 
Liam Warren 

9 
Tony Heugh 

351.6 233.8 585.4 
Jade Heugh 

10 
Alyssa Budd 

352.8 127.3 480.1 
Glen Woodcock 

11 
Dennis Fay 

0 364 364 
Erin McGinty 

12 
Cassie Gaff 

356.6 0 356.6 
Andrew Gaff 

 
 
TROPHIES AWARDED 
 
CATEGORY 
 

WINNER TROPHIES 

SPEARFISHING 

CHAMPIONSHIP OF 

QLD 

Adam Smith & Mick Pannach  
 
Scott McKenzie & Jarrod McKenzie (runner-up) 

Cilento Championship 
shield & runner-up 
trophy  
 

VETERAN 
SPEARFISHING 
CHAMPIONSHIP OF 
QLD 

Andy Ruddock & Michael Espe  ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ ǎƘƛŜƭŘ  

CLUB PAIRS 
CHAMPIONSHIP OF 
QLD  
(nominated event) 

Adam Smith & Michael Pannach 
 
 

Pairs trophy  

CLUB TEAMS 
CHAMPIONSHIP OF 
QLD 
(nominated event) 
 

Mick Craperi & Mark Nicolaides 
Adam Smith & Michael Pannach 
 
 

The Dolphin Club of 
Townsville shield  

NEMROD CUP  
 

Townsville Skindiving Club 
 
 

Nemrod Cup  
 



 
Sponsors 
 
Thanks once again to our wonderful sponsors of the event, namely:- 

 
Tackleworld Townsville 

Divers World 
Spearfishing Superstore 

Sea Link Townsville 
Edge Spearguns 

Hinchinbrook Resorts 
 
 
Despite the challenging conditions, the 2018 Queensland titles was a great contest and a fun weekend for all 
involved.   
 
Thank you to the Townsville Skindiving Club for putting on such a well organised event.  In particular thanks to 
Cameron Gilbride, Brock Tilley & Jake Boyd.   
 
The event is a great opportunity to network, challenge yourself and to hone your skills.  It is also a great way to 
meet and dive with new people, get outdoors and have a bit of fun along the way. 
 
The Queensland titles will next take place in 2019, likely somewhere in Central Queensland.  Get your dive 
buddy fired up and stay tuned for more info.    
 

  
 

 


